Stanford, May 24, 2011
An Analytical and Comparative Approach to Terrorism

Course: SOC 109/209, Sec 01 and Public Policy 119
Spring Quarter 2011
Title: Sociology of Terrorism
Min/Max Units:  5- 5
Grading Basis: Letter (ABCD/NP)
Days/Times/Classroom:  TTH 11.00-12.15 

Room: 370-370

Instructor: Dr Eva M Meyersson Milgrom: meyersson@gmail.com

TA: Warner Henson II: whenson@stanford.edu

Course Description  

In this class we develop a multidisciplinary perspective on the terrorism phenomenon, weaving together strands of thoughts from the social sciences including psychology, sociology, political science and economics. We will compare terror organizations/movements/networks across institutions, places and times, assessing their motives, tactics, financing, and organization. We will devote special attention to groups using the tactics of suicide bombing. Finally we will pursue an inventory of how terrorism is captured by film and literature.

The course explores theoretical and empirical accounts of the sources of terrorism. In comparing terrorism now and then we will draw as much on the differences as the similarities concerning causes and organization. Finally we will uncover the micro mechanisms in order to understand the historical macro level outcomes. 

The course is structured around explanations and descriptions of supply of and demand for terrorism, and covers aspects such as: leadership, tactics, organization, mobilization and recruitment, finance, competition, cycle of violence.

Class sessions consist of lectures, guest lectures and individual and group assignments.

One required activity is schedule in the evening Monday 9th of May  7.30-10.00PM, movie showings are voluntary in the evenings, see schedule below.   

Invited guest lectures and other participants are TBA 
Course Material  

The course will draw insights from films, plays and literature from research and fiction. There will be handouts in class not included in the course reader. 

Requirements for 109/209
Play review (individual) max 3 pages, double space, (Individual assignment),  due date Monday 16th of May noon. 

Movie reviews (individual) 1-2 page double space, (Individual assignment) see separate schedule.

A short write up of a 20th or 21st century terrorist organization (group assignment 4-5 students per group) 10 minutes presentation in class, no more than 5 slides per group, due dates 3rd of May and 5th of May at 11.00AM see group schedule.

Midterm: an OpEd  900 words max due date 23rd of May at noon. 

Requirements for 209

Book Review 3-4 pages double space due date noon Tuesday 26th of April at 11.15AM.  

Term paper max 15 pages double space, short presentation in class 31st of May. Final paper due Monday 1st of June at noon. 

Requirement for 109/119  
Final Take Home Exam 3 hours, 3rd of June 3PM to 6PM. Exam will be posted on coursework and you will upload your final onto your drop box.

 Required Movies. You can choose to watch the movie in any other way, ex. Green library, netflix, and the web. 
The Battle of Algiers by Gillo Pontecorvo1965, Thursday 7th of April at 5.00-7.30PM. Review is due noon Monday 11th of April.
Paradise Now by Hany Abu-Assad 2005, Wednesday 13th of April at 5.00-6.30PM. Due review noon Wednesday 20st of April at noon.  

Women of Hezbollah by Maher Abi-Samra 2000, Thursday May 19, 2011 Bldg 50-51 at 6:15p.
All movie reviews are due noon on the day before presentation in class (see syllabus). 

Book Reviews  
Due date for the Book Review is 11.00AM,  26th of April, 3-4 pages double space. Be prepared to present in class.  
Please pick one of the Required Fiction below

· Reporting from Ramallah by Amira Hass 2003 or

· The Demons/Possessed/Devils by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 1953 or any other edition or

· Heart of Darkness by Joseph Konrad, 1902

Required Play for 109/209

Report/review of Stage Reading/ “A Script in Hand Performance” 

by play writer Karen Sunde’s "HOW HIS BRIDE CAME TO ABRAHAM";  9th of May 100B CERAS bldg.  Play review is due 16th of May noon,  2-3 pages double space. 

Final exam SOC109/PP119
The final exam is a take home exam, and the exam lasts 3 hours.

The exam will be posted on courswork in time for the exam.

And you will post your answers in your drop box. Final Take Home Exam, 3 hours, 3rd of June, 3PM to 6PM. Exam will be posted on coursework and you will upload your final onto your drop box.

Term paper (SOC 209) 

Present draft last session 31st of May.  
Final version due Monday 1st of June, Max 15 pages double space. 

Course Requirement and grading 209
Book Review 10% 

Review of films 10%

Term paper 50%

Class Participation 10%

Op Ed 10%

Group presentation 5% 

Play Review 5%

Course Requirement and grading 109/119

Review of films 10%

Final Exam 50%

Class Participation 10%

Op Ed 10%

Group presentation 5% 

Play Review 10%

Attendance

If you have to be away more than 2 sessions

please contact assigned TA. You will get make up assignments.

Office Hour
Office hours Tuesdays 2.45-3.45 pm or by appointment. Cynthia and Johan Gunn SIEPR bldg room 233 tel 650 575 2646, or 650 7230188. 

Introduction
Session 1. T March 29. A Brief History on Terrorism and Description of Class 
Required  Reading from lecture notes 

Andrew Sinclair An anatomy of Terror A history of Terrorism, London: Mcmillan 2003


 Session 2. Th March 31. Continuation of a Brief History of Terrorism 

Required  Reading from lecture notes 

Andrew Sinclair An anatomy of Terror A history of Terrorism London: Mcmillan 2003
Recommended Readings

Rohan Gunaratra, Inside Al Qaeda: A Global Network of Terrorism, Ch. 2


Session 3. T April 5. Concepts, Definition and Statistical Trends 

Required Readings

· The Political Economy of Terrorism by Walter Enders and  Todd Sandler Cambridge University Press 2006.

· Poverty, Political Freedom and the Roots of Terrorism, Alberto Abadie American Economic Review, Vol. 95/September/2005/Pp. 50-56.
Recommended Readings

Terror, Terrorism, Terrorists by Charles Tilly pp 5-13 in Sociology Theory 22:1March 2004.

Definition of Terrorism Chapter 1. Ed. David J. Whittaker. The Terrorism Reader Second Edition Rutledge London and New York 2001.

Session 4. Th April 7 Cycle of Violence and Competition for Souls 
Required Readings

· Palestinians 1981-2003 Luca Ricolfi from Diego Gambetta ed Making Sense of Suicide Missions Oxford University Press 2004..

· Education, Income and Support for Suicide Bombings: Evidence from Six Resolution 54(1) 146-178.2010.
Muslim Countries in Journal of Conflict
Recommended Readings

Greed and grievance in civil war. Paul Collier and Anke Hoeffler Oxford Economic Papers 56 (2004) 563-595
Evening Session.  Thursday 7th Movie showing The Battle of Alger 5PM Gunn Bldg Galvez St 366 (next to the econ bldg)
Session 5. T April 12. Cost and Consequences of Terrorism (discussion of the battle of Alger)
Required Readings

· The Economic Cost of harboring Terrorism by Efraim Benmelech, Claude Berrebi, and Esteban F. Klor.  Journal of Conflict Resolution XX(X) 1-23

· Terrorism and The World Economy by Alberto Abadie and Javioer Gardeazabal, October 2005, unpublished paper. 
Recommended Readings

The Economic Costs of Conflict: A Case Study of the Basque Country  by Alberto Abadie, Javier Gardeazabal The American Economic Review, vol. 93 No. 1 Mar 2003 pp 113-132.


Session 6. Th April 14.  Club models and labor markets  


Required Readings

· Religion, terrorism and pubic goods: Testing the club model by Eli Berman and David D Laitin in Journal of Public Economics 92(2008) 1942-1967.

· Do Working Men Rebel? Insurgency and Unemployment in Afghanistan, Iraq and the Philippines by Eli Berman, Michael Callen, Joseph H Felter, and Jacob N Shapiro mimeo October 2010. 

Recommended paper
Radical, Religious , and Violent. Chapter 1 in 1-59  Eli Berman. The MIT Press Cambridge, Mass. 2009


Explanations for Extreme Political Violence
Session 8. Th April 21. Understanding Support for Extreme Political Violence. Discussion of Paradise Lost


Required Reading 
   Understanding Support for Islamist Militancy in Pakistan by Jacob N. Shapiro and C. Christine Fair in International Security Vol        
34 No 3 Winter 2009/2010 pp. 79-118.

   How Can We Make Sense of Suicide Missions? Diego Gambetta from Making Sense of Suicide Missions Ed Diego Gambetta Oxford     
University Press 2005.
Recommended paper

Chapter 8 Suicide Terrorist Organizations Around the globe 126-170 in Dying to Win the Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism by Robert A Pape 2005
War, Socialization, and Interpersonal Violence: A Cross Cultural Study by Carol R Ember and Melvin Ember, Journal of Conflict Resolution 1994 38:620.
       Session 9. T April 26. The Mind of a Terrorist, Motivation and Beliefs. 
Required Readings

· The Mind of the Terrorist.  A Review and Critique of Psychological Approaches Jeff Victoroff. Journal of conflict Resolution vol 49 No 1 Feb 2005 3-42. 
· Fully Committed: Suicide Bombers’ Motivation and the Quest for Personal Significance by Arie W Kruglanski, Xiaoyan Chen, Mark Dechesne, Shira Fishman and Edward Orehek University of Maryland, College Park, forthcoming in Political Psychology.
Recommended Readings

The Rise of Muslim Foreign Fighters by Thomas Hegghammer, in International Security Vol. 35 No 3 Winter 2010/11.


Session 10. Th 28 April. Cults, Religion and Quality of Members.
Required Readings
· Attack, Assignments in Terror Organizations and the Productivity of Suicide Bombers, by Efraim Benmelech and Claude Berrebi The Journal of Economic Perspectives Summer 2007 Vol 21, No 3pp.223-238.

· Why are there so many Engineers among Islamic Radicals? by Diego Gambetta and Steffen Hertog, Sociology, Archives Europeennes de Sociology 2009.  

Recommended Readings

· What Makes up a Terrorist Chapter 1 in  Alan B Krueger. Princeton University Press Princeton 2007p.1-52.


Session 11. T May 3. Wealth Shocks, Relative Deprivation and Social Distance. 

Required Readings

· Economic Shocks and Civil Conflict: An Instrumental Variables Approach Edward Miguel and Shanker Satyanath and Ernest Sergenti. Journal of Political Economy  2004 vol 112 no 4. pp. 725-753.


Session 12. Th May 5. Poverty, Political Freedom and the Strategic Logic of Terrorism. 

Required Readings

· The strategic logic of suicide American Robert A Pape.  Political Science Review vol 97 no 3 August 2003 pp 1-19.
· Motivations and beliefs in suicide missions Jon Elster in Diego Gambetta in Making Sense of suicide missions Oxford 2004. 
Recommended Readings

Explaining Terrorism: The contribution of Collective Action Theory Anthony Oberschall Sociological Theory 22:1 pp. 26-37, March 2004
Session 13.  Evening  7.30 PM Monday 9th of  May. Required Play "When the Bride came to Abraham" by Karen Sunde,  at CERAS Bldg 100B.
       Session 14. T May 10 Organization and Networks. 
Required readings

· Social Networks and the Jihad Marc Sageman chapter five pp 137-174 in Understanding Terror Networks. University of Pennsylvania Press 2004
· Terrorist Organizations' Vulnerabilities and Inefficiencies by Jacob Shapiro Chapter 4 forthcoming in 

Recommended Readings

Joining the Jihad Chapter 4 in Understanding Terror Networks Marc Sageman University of Pennsylvania Press Philadelphia pp. 99-136. 
Inside Al Qaeda Global Network of Terror by Rohan Gunaratna Columbia University Press New York 2003.  Chapter 3. 


Session 15. Th May 12. Financing and Recruitment. 
Required readings

· Terror incorporated chapters 5 pp 65-80; 15 pp 183-208, 16 pp 184-193  in Terror incorporated tracing the dollars behind the terror networks  by Loretta Napoleoni, Seven stories press New York.

· Underfunding in Terrorist Organizations by Jacob N Shapiro and David A. Siegel in International Studies Quarterly 2007 51, 405-429.    

Session 16. Th 19 of May. Tactics 
Required Readings

· Rational Martyrs vs Hard Targets: Evidence on the Tactical use of Suicide Attacks by Eli Berman and David D. Laitin working paper December 2006..  
· The Strategies of Terrorism by Andrew H Kydd and Barbara F Walter International Security Vol 31 No 1 Summer 2006 00. 49-80. 


Evening Session. 19 of May, Movie showing of Women of Hezbollah. 6.15 in location Bldg. 50-51.

Session 17. T 24 of May. Assistant Professor Lisa Blaydes, Pol Sci. Stanford University . Women's opportunity costs in Egypt, Marriage or Job.

Session 18.  Th 26th  May. Can Hearts and Minds Be Bought?

Required Readings

· Can Hearts and Minds Be Bought? The Economics of counterinsurgency in Iraq by E Berman, J Shapiro and J Felter. 

· Conciliation, Counter-Terrorism, and Patterns of Terrorist Violence: A Comparative Study of five Cases by Ethan Bueno de Mesquita
Recommended Readings

Counter-Suicide -Terrorism: Evidence From House Demolitions by Efraim Benmelech, Clause Berrebi and Esteban F. Klor, mimeo October 2010 
Session 19. T  31st  of  May. Presentation of Papers. Summary of Class
